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HOW TO READ THE REPORT

Recovery from the economic impact of COVID-19 is urgent, but it must be a green
recovery and it must be fair to people in developing countries. THIS REPORT
HIGHLIGHTS THE EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK’S EMERGENCY
RESPONSE TO COVID-19 IN 2020, ALONGSIDE THE INVESTMENTS IN
CLIMATE, ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT WITH WHICH THE BANK
WILL DRIVE A SUSTAINABLE RETURN TO GROWTH.

THREE THEMATIC SECTIONS MAKE UP THE CENTRAL PORTION OF THE
REPORT, focusing on some of the Bank’s solutions for the COVID-19 crisis,
climate and environmental degradation, and the need for sustainable development.
These “Solutions” sections begin with voices from around the Bank, key staff
explaining how the EIB responded to a year of crises and laid the foundations for
future innovation and growth. The stories that follow take you th rough the Bank’s
work in innovation, infrastructure, SMEs and climate and environment inside the

European Union (EU) and beyond the EU’s borders.

THE REST OF THE REPORT PROVIDES THE CONTEXT FOR THESE
SOLUTIONS. From the strategic thinking of the President’s Foreword to data on
the Bank’s lending and borrowing and a look at the year ahead in the highlights of

the Group Operational Plan.

THE REPORT TELLS THE STORY OF A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION THAT IS
ENGAGED ON EVERY LEVEL - FROM SUPPORT FOR MICRO LOANS TO
MULTILATERAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES - IN FINDING SOLUTIONS
TO THE CRISES AROUND US.
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